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Julie started by welcoming everyone to the Cross Party Group meeting.  The meeting 

is timely because of the announcement on Tuesday 26 September that some victims 

of the contaminated blood scandal have won a ruling allowing them to launch a High 

Court action to seek damages.  Julie asked Lynne Kelly to give an update to the 

group. 

 

Lynne 

- Following consultation and legal advice it was decided that engagement with 

the Department of Health was necessary until a judge was appointed as chair of 

the inquiry. 

- In England there was a huge outcry about any Department of Health 

involvement in the inquiry.  We believe that not having them involved could 

delay the inquiry. 

- The Haemophilia and Contaminated Blood APPG in Westminster are 

proposing to send a letter to the Prime Minister favouring a non-judge led 

panel for the inquiry. This letter was sent to Haemophilia Wales and all MPs 

who are members of the APPG. This is definitely not the view of the people in 

Wales. 

 

Mike Imperato 

- He believes that the panel should consist of a judge (who will be the chair) and 

2 medical professionals.  This would give the best of both worlds.  Other law 

firms have also said that this is their preferred arrangement.  It was a huge 

surprise to hear that the APPG didn’t want a judge led inquiry. 

 

Lynne 

- The draft letter from Diana Johnson MP to Theresa May said that the APPG 

weren’t convinced about a judge led inquiry.  The Haemophilia Society’s 

position remains unclear, there was no consensus on who would chair the 

Inquiry at either the Bishop of Liverpool’s meeting with affected people or at 

the APPG meeting on 13th September. 

 

Julie 

- These differing views could cause problems as this will be a UK wide inquiry.  

We all need to be on the same page to get answers for victims.  It was very 

noticeable when she went to the APPG meeting in Westminster on 6th July that 

the group is very politician led, whereas in Wales the CPG is patient led. 



 

Mike 

- It is important to ask victims and their families to get in touch with their MPs 

who should then write to the APPG to express their views about the judge led 

inquiry.  It is important that MPs write to oppose the APPG letter to the Prime 

Minister rather than just not support it. 

 

 

 

Lynne 

- Margaret Ritchie (former MP in Northern Ireland) has said that she is willing 

to meet Lynne and Julie to discuss the situation in Northern Ireland.  It appears 

that there is no representation for victims in Northern Ireland.  Haemophilia 

Scotland is working on the same page as Haemophilia Wales. 

- The APPG in Westminster doesn’t advertise its meetings or encourage patients 

to contact MPs to get them to go.  Polar opposite of what happens with the 

CPG in Wales. 

 

Julie 

- Will write a letter to chair of the APPG, Welsh MPs and Assembly Members 

and ask them to contact Diana Johnson and Sir Peter Bottomley, co-chairs of 

the APPG supporting a Judge led public inquiry. 

- It is extremely important that it is a judge led inquiry – all evidence will have 

to be produced and witnesses will be compelled to give evidence. 

 

Lynne 

- Haemophilia Wales is so small that it may get lost amongst the larger groups 

representing victims.  This is why it is so important to speak as one and loud as 

possible. 

 

Mike 

- It is imperative that Wales doesn’t fracture like England as we will have even 

smaller of a voice. 

 

Lynne 

- Situation in Scotland.  They recommend a panel with medical professionals but 

no mention of a judge.  

- If Department of Health hear about any fractions emerging amongst 

representative organisations, they will be able to find a way to set up an 

‘Archer-style’ inquiry and keep delaying it.   

- A judge is the only person that would get satisfactory answers for victims and 

their families. 



Mike 

- We have already lost two months as the consultation deadline was pushed back 

from 18 August to 18 October.  Nothing will happen until November or 

December.   

- The chair cannot be appointed until after the 18 October consultation deadline 

 

Lynne 

- The Department of Health will not be involved until the chair is appointed.  

England have overruled Wales on this. 

 

Mike 

- The terms of the inquiry will be set by the chair, government etc.  There is the 

ability to challenge the judge by High Court ruling if we don’t agree with any 

of their decisions. 

 

Lynne 

- Collins Law have said that they won’t endorse Department of Health 

involvement at all. This is supported by the Haemophilia Society and the 

campaigning groups in England. 

 

Julie 

- The inquiry will definitely take place but it will take time and there will be 

changes along the way. 

 

Lynne 

- Vaughan Gething wrote to all beneficiaries to show his support for the inquiry 

having listened to views of patients in Wales.  Members of the group will have 

received this letter. 

- Following a question from Tony Olszweski, Lynne clarified that in 2015 David 

Cameron apologised to patients and allocated a sum of money to be used as 

payments.  It then turned out that this money would only be for English victims 

and that devolved powers had to sort out their own payment scheme. 

- Stephen Kinnock and many Welsh MPs are on board and support Haemophilia 

Wales. David Rees AM suggested that we ask Welsh MPs to oppose the letter 

from the APPG rather than say that they aren’t going to sign it. 

 

Julie 

- Thanks to everyone for the discussion about the inquiry.  Invite comments on 

the news that broke yesterday about the court case. 

 

 

 



Mike  

- This ruling does not mean that all victims will get compensation cheques 

coming through the door. 

- A solicitor in London went to a judge to say that a group of 500 victims want 

to litigate against the government about the contaminated blood inquiry.  The 

judge said that this is something that they could do. 

- People will be offered the chance to put their name forward towards this 

litigation. 

- Has a file in his office with names of people who will be registered in the 

group litigation.   

- There are lots of hurdles to jump through. 

- The purpose of this is to untangle the agreement signed by HIV victims in 

1991 to waiver any legal action against the government. 

- This is a pressure tactic to put compensation into the terms of reference for the 

inquiry.  If compensation is in the terms of reference then the court action will 

be put on ice.  If not, court case will continue. 

- He will send out another letter to people who have registered with his firm to 

ask them to get in touch. 

- It is best for everyone to be represented by Mike and Haemophilia Wales.  

Welsh people need to be under the same umbrella.  Watkins & Gunn are 

working with Collins & Co in London.  Watkins & Gunn looking after Welsh 

victims. 

 

Lynne 

- Victims in Scotland are using lawyers who represented them in the Penrose 

inquiry.  They already have a lot of information that they can use for this 

inquiry. 

- There are about 4 Welsh people registered with Collins & Co in London.  Not 

going to be a huge problem.  Need to make sure England doesn’t take control 

of Welsh victims as we will be left behind. 

 

Mike 

- Following questions about appointing a judge to the inquiry, Mike explained 

that as soon as one side names a judge they are immediately tainted as the 

other side will not want them.  If a judge is appointed that doesn’t fit the bill, 

we will get rid of them and another will be put in place. 

 

Lynne 

- Under the Penrose inquiry, a judge was appointed and no one consulted them 

in two years.  This meant that the judge was working on his own during this 

time.  There were no challenges or input from outside. 

 



Mike 

- Julie (CPG) and Lynne (Haemophilia Wales) need to be made core participants 

so they and their members get their legal fees paid. 

- People need to contact him to say they want to keep updated about the group 

litigation. 

- Following questions about the cost of Mike representing them, Mike said that 

the group litigation would be ‘no win, no fee’ and people need to take out 

‘After the event’ insurance to cover the fees if they do win.  The inquiry would 

be covered by Julie and Lynne being core participants. 

 

 

A.O.B 

Haemophilia Wales has received a number of queries about the new Wales Infected 

Blood Scheme (WIBSS) at Velindre Trust. Payments will be made to beneficiaries on 

1st November. The Macfarlane Trust, Skipton Fund and Caxton Foundation payments 

will continue until then. 2 people living in England who were infected Wales feel 

they will be worse off under the new scheme as they may not receive the 

discretionary support they are currently receiving from the Caxton Foundation. Welsh 

Government confirmed that no one will be worse off under the new scheme. When 

the data on beneficiaries is received from England they will map everyone’s 

payments in the last 5 years and access them. There will also be a face to face appeals 

panel in the new scheme.  

 

 

 

The meeting was brought to a close at 2pm. 

 

 


